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By February 7, President Trump
 reportedly knew the coronavirus was airborne and deadly.

“This is deadly stuff,” he professed behind the scenes. 
Publicly, he told a completely different story.

By March 7, President Trump knew the coronavirus was a threat to peo-
ple of all ages, including children: “It’s not just old, older. Young people 

too, plenty of young people.”

But all summer, he demanded schools reopen, telling the American 
people that children were “almost immune.”

President Trump knew from Day 1 how deadly COVID-19 was, but he ig-
nored the experts and lied to the American people.

His lies have cost nearly 200,000 American lives and thrown the 
U.S. economy into its worst recession in modern history.

To date, no other country has more coronavirus cases 
and deaths than the U.S.

 It did not have to be this bad. 

Trump Knew.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/bob-woodward-rage-book-trump/2020/09/09/0368fe3c-efd2-11ea-b4bc-3a2098fc73d4_story.html
https://www.axios.com/donald-trump-coronavirus-response-woodward-book-1186870b-9d20-4e8f-a413-a32ec7b95cf0.html
https://edition.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-08-05-20-intl/h_2ed295f7b20341347a05e903d73f0b26
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html#countries
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/world/coronavirus-maps.html#countries


Date President Trump’s Lies Mounting Cases and 
Deaths

Feb. 10, 2020 President Trump: “Looks like by April, 
you know, in theory, when it gets a little 
warmer, it miraculously goes away.”1

12 confirmed cases in 
the U.S.2 

Feb. 14, 2020 President Trump: “There’s a theory that, 
in April, when it gets warm — historically, 
that has been able to kill the virus. So we 
don’t know yet; we’re not sure yet. But 
that’s around the corner, so that’ll be a 
great thing in China and other places.”3 

15 confirmed cases in 
the U.S.4

Feb. 26, 2020 President Trump: “Now, you treat this like 
you treat the flu… You know, in many cas-
es, when you catch this, it’s very light; you 
don’t even know there’s a problem.”5

58 confirmed cases in 
the U.S.6 

Feb. 27, 2020 President Trump: ““It’s going to disap-
pear. One day – it’s like a miracle – it will 
disappear.”7 

60 confirmed cases in 
the U.S.8 

Mar. 4, 2020 In an interview with Sean Hannity, Pres-
ident Trump calls the WHO’s estimate 
of the global death rate “false,” calls the 
coronavirus the “corona flu” and says it’s 
“very mild,” and suggests those infected 
can get better by “sitting around” and 
“going to work.” 9

More than 150 con-
firmed cases and 11 
deaths.10 



March 7, 
2020

President Trump: “No, I’m not concerned 
at all… No, we’ve done a great job.”11

U.S. cases top 400.12

Mar. 9, 2020 President Trump compares coronavirus to 
the flu on Twitter: 

“So last year 37,000 Americans died from 
the common Flu. It averages between 
27,000 and 70,000 per year. Nothing is 
shut down, life & the economy go on. At 
this moment there are 546 confirmed cas-
es of CoronaVirus, with 22 deaths. Think 
about that!” 13

U.S. cases top 680,14  
with 22 deaths.15 

Mar. 10, 2020 President Trump: “Well, this was unex-
pected… It will go away. Just stay calm. It 
will go away.”16 

U.S. cases top 1,000, 
with at least 31 
deaths.17 

Mar. 18, 2020 President Trump says the virus “snuck up 
on us,” calls it a “very unforeseen thing.”18 

U.S. cases surpass 
8,500, with 145 
deaths.19 

July 22, 2020 President Trump:
“[Children] don’t catch it easily.”20 “They 
don’t bring it home easily, and if they do 
catch it, they get better fast.”21 

U.S. cases near 4 mil-
lion, with 142,000 
deaths.22 



Aug. 5, 2020 President Trump on the staggering death 
toll: “It is what it is.”23

President Trump insisting it’s safe for 
children to return to school: “If you look at 
children, children are almost — I would al-
most say definitely — but almost immune 
from this disease…  They just don’t have a 
problem.” 24

U.S. cases top 4.7 mil-
lion, with more than 
157,000 deaths. 25

 
More than 97,000 chil-
dren tested positive for 
coronavirus in the last 
two weeks of July.  26

Aug. 10, 2020 President Trump: “I think, for the most 
part, they don’t get very sick…. It’s also a 
case where there’s a tiny fraction of death, 
tiny fraction, and they get better very 
quickly.”27 

U.S. cases top 5 million, 
with more than 163,000 
deaths.28 

The American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics and 
Children’s Hospital As-
sociation report a 90% 
increase in the number 
of child COVID-19 cases 
from July to August.29 

Today, the United States has 6.3 million confirmed cases and 
nearly 200,000 deaths. 

Over half a million children have tested positive for 
COVID-19.

At least 29 million people are still out of work.

And millions of families are facing severe hardship.

https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/08/health/half-million-us-children-covid-wellness/index.html
https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf
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